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Date: January 15, 2002 

To: Technology Council 

From: Bruce D. Hunn 

Subject: Director of Technology Report for January 2002 Tech Weekend Meeting 

I bring to your attention a few of the more significant items of interest to Technology Council. 

Staff Development 

No staff changes have occurred since the October 2001 meeting. 

Standards Development 

With the assistance of temporary help we have made tremendous progress in working off the 
backlog of standards approved for publication but not yet published. Of the seven standards and 
addenda approved prior to the January 2001 meeting, one has been returned for another public 
review, and the remaining six have been published. The vast majority (52 of 64) of those 
approved in either January or June of 2001 are addenda to Standards 15, 34, 62, 90.1, 90.2, and 
135. Of these 52 addenda, all but three have been published {15u, 15 ^j, 90.20, and these are 
awaiting final approval of galleys of the respective 2001 versions of these standards. Of the 
remaining 12 standards, seven have been published and five are awaiting ANSI approval. 

Subcommittees of the Board Planning Committee are addressing issues related to the standards 
mission and simplification of the standards development process and procedures. These efforts 
are intended to expedite standards development and reduce the overload on standards staff. 
Recommendations will ultimately be implemented in Technology Council. 

Code Interaction Highlights 

We are proposing to the International Codes Council that the 2001 versions of Standards 15, 34, 
62, and 90.1 be referenced in the lECC, IMC, and IRC. These proposals will be debated at the 
spring 2002 ICC Code Change Hearings. 

We have offered Standards 90.1 and 90.2 to be the energy portion of the NFPA 5000 Consensus 
Code Set and we are active on their Building Systems Technical Committee. We are about to 
sign a publishing agreement with NFPA regarding their use of 90.1 and 90.2. 
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Handbook Content Review 

In addition to the review of Handbook content underway by the TCs, as initiated by TAC and 
REF, the Board Planning Committee is recommending to the Board that an editor be appointed 
for each volume to oversee continuity and technical content issues. Another Board Planning 
committee recommendation is for on-line peer review of Handbook chapters. The objective is to 
assure that the Handbook series is a liser-friendly design reference for its primary users 
(consulting engineers, contractors, manufacturers, and facility managers), rather than a repository 
of research results. Technology Council needs to be assured that a mechanism is in place by 
which the Handbook revisions will be accomplished to meet this objective. 

Research/Technology Process and Funding 

Discussion in the Board Planning Committee supports a view that the Research Promotion effort 
should be expanded to encompass other technology advancement such as design guide/tool 
development and educatiorL''traimng activities. This addresses the question: What should be the 
policy objectives of this fundraising? It is suggested that a “paradigm shift" to a larger umbrella 
under “ASHRAE Technology Promotion” would enhance our fundraising success and better 
meet critical member needs in technology transfer and training. 

Discussions are taking place in a number of forums within ASHRAE regarding the need for 
improved strategic planning in the research program (or technology program) to better meet the 
needs of our primary stakeholders. Such discussions, and related proposals, are healthy and vital. 
But let us not jump too quickly in fixing this problem. I suggest that a proposal for this come 
from Technology Council, via the Oversight Committee. 
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